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0 512-400-4025

1000 GATTIS SCHOOL RD SUITE 440 ROUNDROCK TX 78664
Email - care@primefamilycare.com | Web - www.primefamilycare.com
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President’s Corner
Dibyajyoti Bhattacharji
Austin, TX, 2024

Dear All,

As | reflect on the year gone by, | am filled with immense pride and gratitude for the vibrant and
supportive community that we have built together at CTBA. Our organization has continued to
grow, thrive, and embody the rich cultural heritage of Bengal, all while embracing the values of
inclusivity, collaboration, and unity.

This year has been both rewarding and challenging. We successfully organized a diverse range of
events, we celebrated Saraswati Puja which was a beautiful reflection of our dedication to
nurturing the future generation, with children enthusiastically participating in various cultural
performances, we organized our ‘Annual Picnic’ where we all came together and enjoyed a day full
of outdoor fun, games, events and camaraderie.

Through our event ‘Kobi Pronam’ we paid tribute to our great poets of Bengali literature and
celebrated the timeless works of Rabindranath Tagore, Kobi Nazrul Islam and other luminaries, we
also had a vibrant Ananda Mela where we celebrated the eve of the festive season of Bengali
calendar with various merchandise, craft and food stalls!. We also expanded our outreach through
charity drives and educational programs. We had organized a winter cloth donation drive, food
donation drive, book donation drive and summer camps, these initiatives have strengthened our
commitment to giving back to society.

However, we faced significant financial challenges due to rising inflation. This has impacted the
cost of organizing our events and day-to-day operations, making it more difficult to sustain our
initiatives. Moreover, we incurred a major financial loss when we had to make the difficult decision
to cancel the much-anticipated Babul Supriyo show, which was a centerpiece of our cultural
calendar. This decision, though financially burdensome, was taken in solidarity with the RG Kar
Medical College incident back in Kolkata, where the safety and dignity of students and faculty were
at stake.

| take pride on behalf of the entire CTBA 2024 Committee and extended Community members in
greater Austin area that we stood by our principles, taking a stand for what is right. In doing so, we
not only showed our unity and resolve but also paved the way for other Bengali associations in the
U.S and abroad to act with integrity. While this decision came at a great financial cost, it was a
reminder that our values as a community are our greatest asset.

Despite these challenges, we remained resilient. We were able to replace the artist and host a
grand musical event with Madhubanti Bagchi, which turned out to be a very successful show .
Thanks to the generous contributions of our extended community members, patrons and
sponsors, as well as the dedication of our committee members, we continue to host vibrant events
and foster a sense of positivity and belonging within our community.
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And finally its time to celebrate the most awaited event of the year Durga Puja, Durga Puja is not
just a festival for us, it is a homecoming, a time to come together as a community, and a celebration
of our shared heritage and values. We have series of cultural events, puja, anjali, musical events
with artists from India, delicious food and many more.

None of this would have been possible without the tireless efforts of our dedicated committee
members, volunteers, and well-wishers. Your unwavering support, passion, and hard work have
ensured that our association continues to thrive, creating a home away from home for Bengalis near
and farThank you once again for your enthusiasm, engagement, commitment and trust. Together,
we will keep the flame of our heritage burning bright.'Asche Bochor Abar Hobe'

DISCLAIMER
The views, thoughts and opinions expressed in this magazine belong solely to the authors and
do NOT reflect the views or the official position of the Central Texas Bengali Association.
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e Lifetime Income Annuities

Financial Professional Licensed Agent

® Medicare (Age 65 Over)
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A regular Saturday ‘@ =

Joyeeta Banerjee D)

The sun came out a little earlier today
Or, may be not

Past two weeks have been cloudy
and thus, it seems so.

It's 7:00, the clock says;

Me not waking up, it's Saturday.

A regular Saturday !

Morning tea,

Not the usual green;

Today, it's Darjeeling

with Madeleines.

The new tea-cups from lkea,

green flowers on white

with no 'ears’,

The warmth on my palms

the soothing gold

Cozy, peace and stories untold.
Pothos by the work -table, has one more leaf
Bright light green with the white ribs.
The flamingo plant is peeping red,
The last | saw this, was in May.

Ah! Not so much a regular Saturday!

Feel of the morning kiss,

the known whisper,

the look of the known face,
and the familiar walls;

Two posters of my bed

the blue world map

Ash and yellow quilt

All intact.

'Almost nine' - the known voice
The joys of familiarity,

The pleasures of a regular Saturday!

Starbucks Date

The coveted corner table

Mocha Latte, hot chocolate and muffin
Reminiscences of the past.

The couple by the window

Quiet and all smiles.

The lady is wearing a pink beanie

A single red rose by her side

A minute or two,

Only the fingers move.

Such beautiful fingers!

Not a single sound.

The man with the brown turtle-neck
Is all eyes to her stories

Love through signs.

Mute courtship.

Ah! Not at all a regular Saturday!
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Pompel: Two-thousand-year-old whispers Y A
Aurobindo Dasgupta Y

My name is Marcus. | am an ltalian Archeologist. | live in Pompei, which is close to Naples, south of
Rome on the east coast of Italy. The year is 2024. It is about 10 PM, and | am preparing to sleep. |
am restless and apprehensive. | have a presentation in two days to my management at the
company | work for. There were 10 bodies that were excavated recently in Pompei. | need to
finish cataloging all of them, and | have only finished 6. | am on a deadline. | could lose my job. It
makes my stomach churn just thinking about the meeting and how | could finish up.

Just before | sleep, | open one of the completed files to read the notes.

It is about Antonio. He was born in 55 AD in Pompei, to parents who worked at a bakery. Pompei
was a prosperous and busy Roman port city. Traders from far away lands visited Pompei, which
catered to sailors from all over the world. Antonio, the only son, was loved by his parents. When
he was 5 years old, his parents took Antonio to the Bakery where he used to play with the kids of
the other workers. He made a close friend that day, Cassius, with whom he used to play marbles.
They got familiar with the bakery, the brick ovens, and how bread was made. When Antonio was 9
years old, the owner of the bakery employed him & Cassius for errands to sell bread. Antonio sold
bread in the open-air theaters, and in impressive forums with huge statues. He served bread to the
important townsfolk who discussed the future of Pompei. He sold bread in people’s houses, with
walls of white marble which were richly decorated. Antonio was fascinated by the colored
paintings on the floors and walls. The houses had rooms with fountains and pools. Antonio, who
was teenager wondered and dreamed of owning a house like that one day. He also had the
opportunity to talk to the sailors from these distant lands about what lay beyond the blue ocean.
What were sailor’s towns like? In the picture-perfect view from Pompei was the blue ocean and
the mountain, Vesuvius. He wondered what lay beyond it. What was there?

One night, when Antonio was 14 years old, he was peacefully asleep, Mount Vesuvius sent out a
cloud of ash, dust, rocks 12 miles into the sky for 18 hours straight. 30 feet of ash settled on
Pompei burying the buildings. Many roofs broke down due to the weight of the ash, leaving only
the marble walls standing. Antonio like the others in Pompei was buried in ash as well. Antonio’s
relatives from Rome tried to locate him, and came to dig up the ash, but there was so much ash
and debris that the coastline had moved out into the sea. Pompei had moved inland, its location
was a mystery, until it was discovered by accident 18 centuries later. Antonio was forgotten for
nearly 2000 years until he was excavated.

That was the end of Antonio’s file. I, Marcus, the archaeologist, wondered whether it was a
coincidence that the words “file” and “life” are composed of the same letters. | closed Antonio’s
file and smiled thinking about it. | felt grateful and content, and strangely did not feel nervous
about my presentation anymore. With a smile, | quietly drifted off to a peaceful sleep.
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An open public area and street in Pompeii uncovered from about 6 meters of ash. Photo

from Dec 2023

Pompei

Pouring plaster

poured
plaster of Paris o the
canttios and left it for 3
S s 10 harden

liss0 insice the shelks
decomposed to kave
bahind cavity moukds.

e

Buried in ash

The victims of the enupon
were costod with fine ash.
that raned down on the dity

Plasters casts of
Pompei citizens
trapped under

v vk i e et crpaa volcanic ash.
creste moes and more copies sholls of pumice were pawice around
of the same person once the chipped awayto rewsal each body.
cavity had been destroyed. . detaled body casts.
SIfBa AT JsfIS5T 2038 CTBA Austin 75




A Very Long Journey 7
Shivnath Dutta &

It’s generally believed that women hold the family, nay the society, together.

When Uma, my wife, and | were contemplating a move from Indy, Indiana in 2001, Austin, the
capital of Texas, was at the top of our list of choices. While working in Toronto, from where we had
moved to Indy a couple of years before, | had an opportunity to visit Austin. | liked the city and its
diverse population as well as its music and cultural scene which was beginning to be recognized
across the country. Also, the fact that the city and the adjoining areas rarely got any snowfall
pleased me a great deal. After spending so many years grappling with snow, first in Saskatoon and
then in Toronto, | had had enough of it already.

We were excited about our upcoming move and looked forward to living in a culturally vibrant city,
new home, starting a new job and beginning a new life. Full of new aspirations, ambitions and
excitement.

We didn’t know anyone in Austin other than the people who had interviewed me for my job. But |
had full faith in Uma’s talent in this area. She was very good at making new friends whenever we
landed in a new place. | remember once we were traveling through Albuquerque, New Mexico
where we didn’t know anyone. At the end of the day in our hotel room, she sat up on the bed with
the phone in her hand and the local telephone directory by her side. She searched for people with
the same last name as hers or mine. Before long, she was carrying on a conversation with a
complete stranger as if they had known each other for a long time. That’s how she had made a few
friends in Indy. | had no doubt she would employ the same technique in Austin and develop a large

network of friends in no time.
#

Our original plan was to leave Indy on September 11, 2001, but because of the horrible events of
that morning, we delayed it by a day and left the following morning. | remember, not yet knowing
the cause of the catastrophic events of the previous day, an eerie unease had accompanied us as
we sped through the sparsely trafficked highways of Kentucky, Tennessee and Arkansas. | hoped
and prayed that such a terrible incident at the beginning of our journey didn’t presage anything
ominous in the days to come.

We reached Austin on September 13.

Almost exactly a month later, the local Bengalis celebrated Durga Puja, the most important of
Bengali festivals. We attended it and met some people and made a few friends. Back at home,
Uma put her telephone skills to work, and we made a few more friends. Life was good, and we
were happy with our move.

About a month later, like the unheralded appearance of an evil stranger at your door, Uma
developed some serious health issues which made her physically and mentally very weak within a
short time. Normally bubbly and vivacious, her life was suddenly turned upside down. Gone were
the gossipy afternoons on the phone with the few local friends she had made. With her not
working her telephone skills anymore, and | not having any skills in that area, our circle of friends
remained woefully small. This was sad because both of us loved to have lots of friends.

For two years, buoyed by the latest medicines and the best available treatment, Uma fought hard
to ward off the scourge that portended to destabilize our lives. Ultimately, however, her will to live
was no match for her obdurate enemy. Despite her extraordinary tenacity, courage and optimism,
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one somber afternoon she closed her eyes and never opened them again.

Few of us are ever prepared to face the loss of a near and dear one. | was no exception. Her death
knocked the wind out of my sails and doused the fire in my belly. | began to live the life of a
recluse, isolated from the small circle of friends Uma and | had built up during the short time she
had available prior to her death.

About four years later, feeling miserable from an unsatiated emotional hunger, | decided to emerge
from my self-imposed isolation. To my utter sadness, the world had moved on without me. My
small circle of friends had become smaller, and the bonds that had connected me with my
remaining friends had loosened. The intimacy that had governed our friendship before was no

longer there. | felt like a stranger navigating my new world.
#

In 2001, when we decided to move to Austin, we never looked into the demography of my
community, Bengalis, from where we would draw the oxygen for our day to day living. We didn’t
know the size of this community, or how many of them, if any, were near our age. Wherever we
had lived prior to moving to Austin, we found at least some people who were in our age group and
had similar interests. We assumed Austin would be no exception. But Austin largely was, which
made our social life very limiting to begin with. After Uma’s passing, this caused a serious
inconvenience for me. | ended up spending most of my days alone within the four walls of my
home. Thank goodness for my abiding interest in music and writing, which left me little time to

mope and be despondent.
#

The appearance of Covid in 2020 made a bad situation worse! Because of my age, | was deemed to
belong to the most vulnerable category, meaning | was among the most susceptible group to
contract the deadly virus. This and because | lived alone, | had to be extra careful to avoid being
impacted by it. Which necessitated my withdrawal back into the life of a recluse. Some of my
friends appreciated my situation and respected my decision but the rest mistakenly believed |
didn’t want to rub shoulders with them for whatever reasons that made sense to them. Sadly, that
thought has persisted even after | started going out since Covid became a lot less pervasive and

much less virulent.
#

Despite all this, | must say the love and affection | have received from so many of my community
members have filled me with immense gratitude. Sometimes the verbal expressions of their muted
love have outpaced their willingness or ability to deliver on their commitments, which has led to
some amusing experiences.

“Oh, you love luchis? No problem. You can have breakfast of luchi and mangsho at our home on
any weekend,” one of them said.

“But | don’t eat mangsho,” | said.

“In that case, I'll make aloor dom for you. Come on over any weekend.”

“But it won’t work that way. You’ve to tell me on which weekend you want me to come over,” |
said.

That was almost eight years ago. I'm still waiting for her to tell me.

And then, there was this woman who offered to treat me to khichuri someday. | had told her
khichuri was one of my all time favorite foods. Her mother, who was visiting from Kolkata at the
time and was sitting with us, heard our conversation.

“Why don’t you invite him while I’'m still here?” she said to her daughter. “I can give you a hand.”
The mother has long since gone back to Kolkata, and I’m still waiting for that khichuri invitation.
And how about this invitation for Dosa?

\
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“Any weekend! We often have Dosas for breakfast on weekends,” her husband said one evening.
“We’ll call you tomorrow to set up a date.”

That was five years ago, and I'm still waiting for that call.

And then there are several stories about invitations which were cancelled for unforeseen
circumstances with the promise of new dates that never came.

These amusing experiences are like humorous moments in the middle of Greek tragedies if there

ever were any.
#

| have consciously tried to endear myself to everyone in the community | have come in contact
with but apparently have failed a handful of them. How else can one explain, despite being in
Austin for close to twenty-three years, | haven’t had the luxury of ever finding myself inside the

homes of a number of long-time residents of our community all of who know me?
#

If Uma were alive and well, I’'m sure my (our) luck with friends would be much different not only
because, | believe, women are better at building and maintaining social contacts but also because
she had the kind of social skills | never had and never will. But I’'m enormously grateful to the few
friends | still have whose selfless affection for me has touched my heart. They love me in spite of
all my frailties and foibles without expecting anything in return. | had a few more over the course
of my time here but, for reasons known only to them, | have fallen out of their favor. | live my days
with the hope that perhaps time will heal whatever it was that caused the rift in the first place, and

someday we will go back to the days of our earlier conviviality.
#

It will be twenty-three years this September since Uma and | moved to Austin. We came here with
a certain set of ambitions, aspirations and expectations. But destiny took us to a very different
trajectory. In all likelihood, this is my last move. The journey had begun years ago in an obscure
little town in northern India, among people who felt like strangers, and near willow-lined streets
and pristine meadows that made me feel like an alien. So | set out in search of a permanent place
that would give me a sense of belonging. The search sent me on a passage through Kolkata to
Saskatoon to Athens to Hamilton to Toronto to Indy finally landing me in Austin. Something
inscrutable about this place called out to our hearts, and we felt mysteriously attached to it. It gave
me what | had been searching for years, a sense of belonging. We decided to make our home here,
among people we didn’t know, and on a street and in the neighborhood we hadn’t seen before.
And, though, a crushing tragedy hit us in our early days, and the thought of giving up on this place
often visited me in my solitary and contemplative hours, | couldn’t detach myself from it as if it had

sewn my soul tautly into its bosom.
e VA S5y—eo
A Uv

*RANI ZAVER ™
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Reflections at Journeys’ End %96

Sumit DasGupta

«w

It has often been my refrain that every encounter, every experience from every journey imprints an
enduring lesson or two in one’s outlook, akin to altering one’s DNA. It affects one’s stance in ways
small and large, and challenges whatever preconceived notions and biases one may have had prior
to any venture. Best of all, it happens in an organic manner seeping through our synapses like free-
flowing water on an even surface. It is one thing to read about a country, a culture or cuisine or
watch a TV show and it is entirely different when one absorbs it by actually being there, so that it
filters in through every sense in our being, through every sight, sound or smell. It is this all-
encompassing sensation that still leaves us hungering for our next excursion to yet another distant
destination. Thus it was for us on our recent foray across the ocean,... this time to Ireland and
Scotland. So, in what follows, | shall delve into as many facets of our travels as possible to paint a
comprehensive landscape of our experiences.

No article on these particular destinations can commence without pivoting first on the most
important parameter, weather, the greatest variable like no other, that affects travel both in the
British Isles and Emerald Isles (Ireland) and to a great extent the western part of Europe. And thus
it was on our trip! For weeks prior to our departure, | had checked forecasts and historical data
with the diligence of a scientist. | felt reassured that we would get at least half the days with
sufficient sun, with occasional clouds, throughout the day. The end result was entirely different,... 4
days of sunshine, including one spent for travel, interspersed with two full, foul weeks of showers. |
concluded shortly after our arrival that in both the isles, the job of the weatherman cannot be a
sustainable source of income and that the weatherman’s psyche would be severely impacted,
perhaps irreparably, if they persisted in the failing, entirely unrewarding task of reading the mind of
the resident weather ayatollah. But the seasoned, intrepid travelers that we are, we would not
allow the weather gods to trifle with our plans. We soldiered through the wet days, often skipping
from under one awning to another to get from one destination to the next. The weather was
particularly vicious the day we travelled by luxury coach through many a picturesque town, village
and countryside from Galway to the Cliffs of Moher in the northwestern coast of Ireland. It was an
unfortunate coincidence that a hurricane that had kissed by the Carolina coast here shortly before
our departure swept up through the northern Atlantic to reach the Irish coast the day we arrived at
the “Cliffs.” It was not at hurricane strength anymore, just a massive storm with cold, shearing
winds and pelting rain. And with two expensive cameras to protect, | was more focused on
wrapping them with my raincoat than myself. Every time the rain relented a bit, | would snap away
but with the realization that they would never match the glorious photos that Irish travel websites
post to lure travelers to this renowned tourist destination. So, by the time we had returned to the
comfort of our waiting bus, | looked every bit of a “jhoro kaak” (i.e., storm-drenched crow, a
portrayal that Bengalis will well appreciate) as | ever have! As consolation, our guide opined that in
recent years, the weather in August (supposedly implying bright and tourist-friendly) has begun to
resemble November weather (supposedly inclement and tourist-unfriendly) and of course, he was
quick to fault climate change for it without accompanying data to support his claim.

There is a temptation to wrap a trip to a desirable destination with excess talk about the scenery.
This trip was no different, so let me dispense of that topic next. No doubt, both Ireland and
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Scotland are blessed with an abundance of scenic spots, recollections of which linger long in one’s
memory even if they fail in the photographs that are victims of the sullied weather. | have
mentioned the Cliffs of Moher where the plateau at land’s end descends precipitously to the
water’s edge, a sheer drop of near 800 feet, on the shores of the Atlantic. Near to shore, maybe a
mile or two away, are islands that are coveted for their scenery which tourists can take a ferry to
visit and where those steeped in acquired or inherited wealth have their hideaways. But on the day
that we arrived at the shore, a ferry ride would have been a fool’s errand. Our stops at Dublin,
Galway and Killarney were memorable. Dublin is a beautiful city, a paradise for citizens and visitors
alike, rich in culture, tradition, history and the arts. What most inspired us was the fact that so
many authors and poets who had been an inseparable part of our English education were residents
of this great citadel of learning. Trinity College, the renowned university, is to Ireland that
Cambridge and Oxford are to England. Its old library is a hallowed institution albeit in a crumbling
building desperately in need of urgent repairs but one that still performs its defined function. Most
shelves in the Long Room have been hollowed out to lighten the load with only 16,000
manuscripts from its original trove of 200,000 still on display but those put away are stockpiled in
boxes with QR codes so they can be readily retrieved to support researchers. The Book of Kells
exhibited there provides a colorfully illustrated compilation of the 4 Christian gospels from Saints
John, Luke, Mark and Matthew in stylized Latin. The story of its creation in the island of lona, its
transfer from lona to Ireland while braving a storm in the dark of the night to thwart its capture
and desecration by Viking hordes reads like a mystery novel. The National Library, small and
intimate, was a place for contemplation. And what a treat it was to walk through the special
exhibition on W.B. Yeats on the ground floor. We took a seat and listened to one recorded oration
after another of some of his great poems. It was peaceful, tranquil and uplifting! Our stop at St.
Patrick's Cathedral was inspired in part by the fact, often overlooked outside Dublin, that one of its
past deacons was Jonathan Swift of Gulliver's Travels renown. Finally, no visit to Dublin is complete
without a “pilgrimage” to the Guinness Brewery. It is indeed impressive to witness how they have
perfected a process to turn an ancient grain, barley, into a high-quality, internationally-branded
brew. It is equally satisfying to see how admirable a corporate citizen it is through its many good
works! A small tidbit from the visit,... when Arthur Guinness started the brewery in the mid-1700's,
he signed a 9000-year lease at a trifling sum of money. But now that the Guinness family have sold
it to the Diageo Group, | wonder if that lease agreement is still in force. But despite all my new-
found admiration for this enterprise, did | appreciate my free pint of stout? No, not a single sip of
it,... even though | drank the entire glass. Never again,... stout is just not my style! But Ireland
should not feel slighted for we expressed far greater appreciation for its other barley product, Irish
whiskey, which we polished a liter of in just over a week.

Galway, a smaller city that serves as the gateway to the scenic spots on the northwest coast, like
the Cliffs of Moher, sits adjoining its namesake bay. As part of our trip to Moher, we stopped at the
Burren, pronounced "burn", a wide expanse of countryside where the hills and the valleys of grey
limestone lie bare, chipped and eroded with plants and vegetation sprouting from the channels
eroded by the flow of water. The guide explained how it all happened,... that about 4 million years
back when the then solitary continent on Earth split up into multiple smaller continents, Ireland,
still under water, barely separated from Brazil, began a steady race towards Europe, resting briefly
as measured in evolutionary time near Spain, and then moved west to its present resting place.
And in a final upsurge through tectonic shifts and volcanic eruptions, it emerged from the seabed
to expose the surface to sunlight where it now sits. The Burren is a protected and untouched area,

J
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removed from modern day exploitation by man. Galway’s rich restaurant area that we frequented
every evening and where getting seated for dinner was always a challenge thanks to the
proliferation of tourists is a happening place that pulsates late into the night. On the train ride from
Dublin to Galway, we were informed by 2 Indian students, one about to graduate with an MBA and
another about to begin graduate studies in Data Analytics, that Galway has a renowned university,
so we made it a part of our itinerary to visit this institution. And yes, the campus is quite
impressive with ancient buildings projecting an aura of centuries-old knowledge and wisdom.
Killarney, the smallest of the trio, offered much in scenery. Our trip to the Dingle Peninsula,
advertised as one of the most picturesque parts of the country, did not disappoint,... dark, low
clouds notwithstanding. We drove past exquisite scenery, sea on one side, rolling hills with
wildflowers in a myriad colors sweeping by on the other. Close to the city, Torc Falls, small but
feisty, impressed even yours truly who arrived there jaded by the memories of the 3 greatest
Falls,... Niagara, Iguazu and Victoria. The lakes near Killarney, such as Lough Leane and Muckross
Lake, add to its beauty and serenity and on a fog-shrouded day, a touch of mystery too! To satiate
the fluid population of tourists, Killarney also boasts of a rich restaurant scene, with some of the
bars offering an eclectic mix of music that reminded us of our own 6th Street.

Ireland’s history is rich but tragic too, particularly when the British were the masters of this realm!
The effects of the potato famines that afflicted this land in the mid-1850’s still linger in some ways.
Its population was halved from over 8 million from which it has yet to recover, half of the
difference perished while the rest emigrated to America or Australia. On our tour to the coast from
Killarney, our guide pointed to low, trapezoidal walls, about 3 feet tall, 2 feet at the top, 3 feet at
the base, that meandered through the countryside with no rhyme or reason, stretching mile after
mile aimlessly to the horizon and back. Known as “penny walls”, starving Irishmen were paid a
penny a day, a slice of bread and a bowl! of soup by their English masters to haul the stones and
assemble these walls in the midst of the famine with no purpose in mind except to keep them
occupied. And even as they suffered, England continued its pilfering ways,... draining the land of
meat and milk. No city in Ireland is complete without a street named after Daniel O’Connell,
revered Catholic leader and benefactor of Ireland who rose from humble roots to become a
barrister, then a Member of Parliament and then as the leader who shepherded laws through
Parliament that unshackled Catholics from draconian laws that Protestants had enacted and
enforced where, for instance, a Catholic could not even bury a deceased kin without prior
permission. Yet while O’Connell is esteemed across the land, we drove by a derelict ruin of a
roofless tenement whose outer walls were secured by angled wooden beams that is supposedly
the birthplace of who else,... Daniel O’Connell! And why the wretched condition,... lack of funds!
Imagine that! Last topic in this potpourri, Irish cuisine! The Irish are justifiably proud of their Irish
stew and their seafood chowder, the very best of which we had, err, devoured, at a roadside
restaurant on the way to Moher. With busloads of tourists stopping here for lunch, they have
obviously had enough critical palates to perfect the recipes for both. They were the gold standard
we compared all other restaurants to. So, why is there such a glaring divergence? And why is the
repertoire in their native cuisine so shallow?

Our tour of Scotland began with a flight from Dublin to Edinburgh. Our driver from the airport
provided us our initial introduction to the city which was anything but positive. A garrulous Afghan
refugee, he seemed to have a distaste for every topic. He hated Americans and the Taliban with
equal fervor both of whom he accused as conspiring bedfellows. And he despised the Scots!
Fifteen years in this city have not mellowed his revulsion. A simple question about Scottish food
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sent him reeling, so distressed was he that he could not remember the national dish, Haggis. When

reminded, he dismissed it as “bagwas”, warning us to stay clear of Scottish fare, Haggis in
particular, and instead pointing to ethnic restaurants, of which there were many, on our drive to
the hotel. Warnings aside, what a marvelous city Edinburgh was and likewise, what a marvelous
place we stayed at, The Ten Hill Place Hotel, was! Across the street from the hotel was the Royal
College of Surgeons and Museum. The hotel is owned by a group of surgeons, all members of the
Royal College, with 50% of the profits from the hotel contributed for research to the college. The
hotel’s policies are quite high-minded, directed to achieve carbon neutrality, the first such hotel we
have encountered in all our travels. We were less than a mile, a pleasant walk, from The Royal Mile
that terminates on one end at the Palace of Holyroodhouse. Along the way to the Royal Mile were
a string of ethnic restaurants where we had some very fine meals. The Royal Mile is a vibrant area,
where locals and transients (that’s us!) congregate, milling around bars, restaurants and stores. A
bagpiper played all day to entertain us. We found reason to be there every day, more than once a
day. Edinburgh has so much in store for the visitor that the 3 days we spent there were entirely
inadequate. A week would have done justice. But we touched many of the hot spots! Palace of
Holyroodhouse was relatively understated, a smaller residence where the remains of Queen
Elizabeth Il lay in state before they were flown back to London. Edinburgh Castle, perched high on
a hill that served for a brief period as a royal residence until the palace was completed, is an
imposing structure with guns peering off the ramparts that in their heyday must have rained death,
despair and destruction to adversaries in the valley below. St. Giles Cathedral, conveniently located
on the Royal Mile, is a massive stone edifice that is as impressive from the outside as it is on the
inside. It has an immense organ, befitting its size, large stained-glass windows and towering stone
columns. The now-retired royal yacht, Brittania, quite unpretentious compared to today’s mega-
yachts, was spacious enough for the royal family and their entourage of 50 attendants. The private
guarters were quite unostentatious, even simple, but the formal areas where the monarch
entertained invited guests and dignitaries were very opulent and stylish. Our last stop was at the
National Museum of Scotland which conveniently was a short walk from our hotel. It was so
interesting, so quirky, so seemingly haphazard. Objects were placed with apparently no theme in
mind, except that they all involved some aspect of life, life yesterday and life today. There were
exhibits from all corners of the planet, touching cultures and tribes from here, there and
everywhere and with life-size copies of prehistoric creatures distributed amidst the cheerful chaos.
It was a fabulous experience! Like Dublin, we felt a kinship to Edinburgh for so many of her favorite
sons are intertwined with our upbringing, such as, Arthur Conan Doyle and his mystery novels and
James Clerk Maxwell whose scientific discoveries underpinned my studies in Electrical Engineering.
Inverness, located in the heart of the well-known barley fermenting region, was our second
Scottish stop. | can just imagine the loud chuckles when | deny that it was not just the taste of
Scotch Whisky (note the spelling, it is never “whiskey” if it must be Scotch) that lured us to this
region but was only a part of the allure. Inverness is indeed a very pretty city nestled in a
breathtakingly beautiful part of Scotland. So, our first day was spent on a road trip to another
vacationers’ paradise, the Isle of Skye, a drive that skirted along the shores of Loch Ness for near
an hour. Our guide regaled us with her knowledge of the area laced with ample measures of her
wit. We learned a few interesting tidbits, that Isle of Skye is home to the Talisker Single Malt
Distillery and to the Drambui Liquor Distillery, whose sovereign grant was awarded by Bonnie
Prince Charlie, that Loch Ness is the largest lake by volume, length at 23 miles and maximum depth
of over 900", in Scotland. But no, disappointingly, there is no Nessie tormenting creatures in the
lake or around. However, scientists have done extensive investigations in recent years and
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concluded there are very large fish and marine creatures deep in the dark, mysterious, undisturbed

depths of the lake, one of which resembles an eel that may grow upto 5 meters in length and that
on very rare occasions appear on the surface. Now, if coincidentally, an individual who has done
one too many tastings of single malt in one of the many taverns in towns adjoining the road
happens to be parked along the shore at the same time, voila, you have yet another authentic,
malt-whisky-fogged sighting of Nessie.

Of course, no article on Scotland is complete without a few thoughts on their alcohol contribution
and their cuisine to the world. To be fair and balanced to Scotland as we were to Ireland, we
polished off a liter of Johnnie Walker Black in just over a week. But our bias towards Scotch was
unmistakable. The visit to the Scotch Whisky Experience, one of our highlights in Edinburgh, began
with a quick presentation on the process of making the golden elixir, following which we tasted a
blended whisky and then 4 different single malt whiskies from 4 of the 5 whisky-making regions.
SWE is quite a renowned institution that showcases a 3800-bottle collection of single malt and
blended whiskies which we got the opportunity to visit as part of this tour. From Inverness, we
took a special whisky-tasting tour to Dufftown, considered the capital of the Highland Whisky
region, with stops at Tomatin (4 tastings,... all good, though on the light side) and Glen Moray (5
tastings,... none very satisfactory) distilleries. And now about their cuisine! Both Scotland and
Ireland, with access to salt water, lay claim to Seafood Chowder, so hail to the competition to
promote greater quality and flavor. We enjoyed it in both places. The same applies to Fish and
Chips. The deep-fried, battered fish was good everywhere and why should it not be? How could
one destroy freshly-caught Haddock from the nearby North Sea? But the fries,... ugh, with every
serving we consumed, while the first few were quite acceptable when hot, the remainder rapidly
turned to mush as soon as they cooled. Where were you McDonald’s when we so painfully coveted
your fries? Shepherd’s Pie too is jointly claimed though we tried it only in Scotland and loved every
morsel of it. And finally, there is Haggis! Made from kidneys, liver, stomach and often the heart of a
sheep, with oats as a binding agent, it is unique! Taste it once and the metallic taste from the liver
lingers,.., and lingers,... and lingers! On our ride to Dufftown, the guide asked if any of us had tried
Scotland’s contribution to haute cuisine and 14 voices rang out in unison, “Yes, but never again!”
On a more somber note, while we can mock it for its poor taste today, it is a sad reflection on its
genesis at a time, centuries in the past, when poverty-stricken Scots could ill-afford to waste
anything that could be remotely edible, including the vital organs of animals they slaughtered for
protein. The foreign restaurants we ate at were all good, particularly Dishoom in London which was
excellent, but they were all owned by immigrants, held almost at arm’s length. If only the natives
would join these imports, they could hopefully acquire sufficient inspiration from the foreign
recipes to create a genre of fusion food that would truly enrich the culinary scene. Else, it would
remain like multiple ships passing each other in the night without even a wink or a wave!

So, to conclude, allow me a few more random thoughts! Unlike prior trips, we traveled a number
of times by train. These were not high-speed marvels but very comfortable, medium-speed trains
that rocked and rolled leisurely through the countryside, through periods of rain and shine, passing
by tiny villages where no resident was a stranger, all of which added to the delight that emanates
from travel to a new locale. Along the way, we met strangers on the train who were as inquisitive
about us as we were of them, transcending complexions, cultures and citizenship. In the cities, we
rode on hop-on, hop-off buses, stepping off to see a particular place of interest and then hopping
on another bus that arrived an hour or two later. Through these journeys, we travelled through
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parts of the city we would never have otherwise encountered, through myriad neighborhoods,
some ancient and some not so much, past old tenements, all glued against each otherin a row,
that stood as silent testament to the city’s past. Another facet that got our notice was the plethora
of churches everywhere, sometimes next to each other, sometimes across from each otherin a
case of dueling denominations. To my heretofore uninformed mind, | had expected Ireland to be
mostly Catholic and Scotland mostly Anglican. Not so in reality! We drove or walked past Catholic
and Anglican churches of course but then there were Methodist, Protestant, and Lutheran
churches and even a Baptist church for good measure. Inverness is a case in point! Bordering both
sides of the River Ness, there were 6 churches, including its namesake cathedral on one end, all
within a 150-yard radius. | often wondered whether this abundance of places of worship in these
two nations is necessitated by extraordinary piety or for penance to compensate for the seeming
overemphasis on alcohol and where bars may open by 10am every morning.
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A visit to Oslo must include Gustav Vigeland’s (1869- 1943)
Sculpture Park. The Park has more than 200 sculptures of bronze,
granite and wrought iron and although the subject matters of
most of his art is not beyond controversy, they strike the visitors
with their grandeurs and beauty. | have never seen so many
modern sculptures and the extent of human expressions depicted
in them. The Artist lived through many uncertain political
scenarios and in these years the themes that dominated his works
were “death and the relationship between man and woman”. He
was one of the most noted Norwegian sculptors and he designed
the Noble Peace prize medals. We spent several hours going
through his works and how he installed these statues with his
innermost feelings.
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The Granite Monolith, which took him 14 years
to finish from the clay modeling in beginning
and to the final completion. This monolith can
be seen from any part of the Park.

The Granite Monolith and
surroundings and the awe-stricken
men, women and children

The granite Monolith and a circle formed by
fused bronze bodies. The latter we both called
“human writhe”.
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Angry child
and happy
boys
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Viking Museum, Oslo: Visit the 1000yrs older Viking ships and
they and are fully restored for display. Since they were recovered
from great depths in the fjords and were buried in sub-zero
temperature in anaerobic conditions, they were perfectly
preserved. As a matter of fact, the guide told us that she wished
that the Vikings had submerged a few more such ships in their
burial rituals because they are valued as extremely rare and in
great condition and were preserved in great shape.

Helge Ingstad and Anne
Stine Ingstad were the lead
archeologists in this
investigation.

pr—r g
I! ity

The Vikings were
extremely skillful and
great sea-men. They
explored the whole
Northern Europe

n from this area.

Restored cargoes in the sunken ships. The
Vikings were great sea men.
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Our next stop was to visit the ski-simulator. Winter Olympic Games were held in Oslo, Norway
in 1952. | went to the top of the ski slope and the view was excellent.

Nobel Peace Prize Hall: This is the venue for the Nobel Peace Prize and normally it is held in
October to December to coincide with the anniversary of the death of Alfred Nobel. Along with the
Peace prize other prizes in Chemistry, Physics, and Physiology or Medicine and Literature are also
awarded in accordance with Alfred Nobel’s Will. The Norwegian Parliament appoints the Nobel
Committee which selects the Nobel laureates. (extracted from Wikipedia). The Peace Prize is the
highest HONOR one human being can get. And just being there standing in the Hall, | thought that |
am being blessed.
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While returning to
the Ship across
the Fiord, | had a
great Feeling

Katyayani — Sanghamitra (Mithu) Deb
Media: hand made paper pulp with inclusions of newspaper, bel pata, Jaba phool and ropes.
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Congratulation !

%}\ Recent Graduates
)

Aatmodhee Goswami

Graduating from: Dharitri Homeschool
Going to : UT Austin

Major : Computer Science

Anish Saha

Graduating from: Mcneil High School
Going to : UT Austin

Major : Civil Engineering

Arnab Chowdhury

Graduated From: Vandegrift High School
Going to: Texas A&M

Major : Biochemistry

Arushi Adhikary

Graduating from : Cedar Ridge High School
Going to : Texas A&M
Major: Biomedical Engineering

¢ é [{(@
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Congratulation !
%}\ Recent Graduates
O

Shaunak Pandey Bhattacharjee

Graduating from : Vandegrift HS

Going to : Yale University

Major: Applied Mathematics and Economics

Shrutodhee Goswami
Graduating from: Dharitri Homeschool
Going to : Texas A&M
Maijor : Biology(Hons)

Shubhangi Bhattacharya
Graduating from: Westwood School
Going to : Texas A&M

Major : Business

Tanisha Banerjee

Graduated From: Lake Travis High School
Going to: Texas A&M

Major : Finance

¢ é [{-(@
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Aspiration, before taking Flight - Ratula Sarkar

SHIVA JEWELERS

Austin's Premier South Asian Jewelry store

Lakeline Plaza
11066 Pecan Park Blvd Ste 520
Cedar Park, TX 78613
512-567-6372
www.shivajewelers.com
infoeshivajewelers.com
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	Slide 12: রাজা ভূপেন্দ্র নারায়ণ রায়ের উত্তর কলকাতার সাত মহলা বাড়ি, আজ তিন মহলায় গিয়ে দাঁড়িয়েছে। অবস্থাও অতি ভগ্নপ্রায়। ভূপেন্দ্র নারায়ণের এক ছেলে এক মেয়ে। মেয়ে মৃন্ময়ীর কলেজ শেষ করার আগেই বিয়ে হয়ে গেল।  ভূপেন্দ্র নারায়ণ বিত্তবান ঘর দেখেই মেয়ের বিয়ে দিয়েছি
	Slide 13: নিত্যানন্দ কর্মকার বলে চললো, 'মাঝে মাঝে অস্টিন গাড়িটাতো নিজেই চালাতেন। অন্য গাড়িটা কি চলমান অবস্থায় আছে? তা আবার ড্রাইভার কবে রাখলেন?' উকিল মদন সাহাও ওর নিজের ভাষায় যোগ দিল, 'বীরেনবাবুতো ড্রাইভার রাখতেই পারেন। ড্রাইভারের নাম কি যেন কইলেন?' 'মন্ন
	Slide 14: অনেককাল পর শনিবারের সন্ধ্যাটা খালি পেলাম আমরাl  তেমনটা হলে আমরা শহরের কোনো এক নতুন রেস্তরা পরখ করে দেখিl  তাই সেদিনও মেনু দেখে, কিছূ গবেষণা/ বিবেচনা করে একটা রেস্তরা ঠিক করা হলো আর পতিদেব ফোন করে একটা reservation করে রাখলেনl  বিকালে তৈরি হচ্ছি, 
	Slide 15: এসেছিলl বকেছিলাম আমি, "আবার এই ট্রাফিক এর মধ্যে ফিরে এলে কেন?  পরের বার আনলেই তো হতো।" মিষ্টি হেসেছিলো মারিয়া, পরের বার খেয়াল করে নিয়ে আসাটা হয়তো আরো কঠিন কাজ ওর পক্ষেওl  তাহলে ওই হয়তো খুলেছিলো তারটা vacuum লাগাবার আগেl ওকে ফোন করবো কিনা ভাবছি এ
	Slide 16: বছর দুয়েক আগে পড়শী মান্তুপিসির ছেলে পল্টনের বিয়ে খেতে গিয়ে যা দৃশ্য দেখেছিলুম ভাবতেও পারবেন না!  সুন্দর স্টেজের ওপর ততোধিক সুন্দর সাজগোজ করে নবদম্পতি দাঁড়িয়ে আছে, পাশে ফুল দিয়ে সুন্দর সেলফি কর্নার বানানো হয়েছে, যত খুশি ছবি তোলো নবদম্পতির
	Slide 17: ফেবিকলের মত মজবুত সেই জোড়ের সম্পর্ক চিড়ল কি করে? কেন আবার? ওই টয়ের জন্য!  সে নাকি যেখানে সেখানে অ্যা করে ঘর নোংরা করছে, আর পরিষ্কার করতে হচ্ছে ঝুমাকে, ওসব তার পোষাবে না! 'যার কুকুর সে পরিষ্কার করবে, তুই করবি ক্যান?' আমার শাশুড়ির প্রশ্নের উত্
	Slide 18: রাত আটটা নটা বাজিয়ে।  মান্তুপিসি আর টয় সারা দুপুর-বিকেল-সন্ধ্যে একসঙ্গে কাটায়। পিসি সকালে এক প্রস্থ স্নান করে, ঠাকুর সেবা, টয়ের ভোজন মিটিয়ে আবার স্নান করে নিজে খেতে বসেন। টয় হত্যে দিয়ে বসে থাকে টেবিলের পাশে, একটু সাত্ত্বিক আহারের লোভে। পি
	Slide 19: বিছানায় তার পুরনো জায়গায় ফিরে এলো। তবে মাস তিনেকে স্বভাব কিছুটা শুধরে যাওয়াতেই বোধহয় পল্টনকে ঘর ছাড়া করলো না। সেও কিঞ্চিৎ সাহস সঞ্চয় করে বিনীত ভাবে টয়ের মেঝেতে বিছানা করে দেওয়ার কথা তুললো।  আর ওমনি বিস্ফোরণ হল, 'শুতে হলে তুমি মেঝেতে শোও
	Slide 20: পরদিন শুনলাম নতুন বউয়ের মা-বাপ এসেছিল, তুমুল হম্বিতম্বি করে গেছে, আর সে টয় সমেত বাপের বাড়ি চলে গেছে।  কদিন পরই মান্তুপিসির ফোন, পল্টনের বউ দলবল নিয়ে আসছে, এখানে সালিশি সভা বসাবে। পৃষ্টবল হিসেবে শাশুড়ি যদি উপস্থিত থাকেন ভালো হয়।  তাঁর ধুরন্
	Slide 21: আমার কাউন্টারে মামাশ্বশুর বোধহয় খানিক ব্যোমকে গেলেন।  'পম যে এখানেও কুত্তাকে বিছানায় নিয়ে শোয় বলিস নি তো?' কাউন্সিলর ভাই এবার জেরার অভিমুখ দিদির দিকে ঘুরিয়ে দেন। 'আমি জানতুম না।' দিদি নির্বিকার, 'আর হলেই বা, একটা অবোলা জীবের ওপর এত আক্রোশ ক
	Slide 22: পছন্দের পাত্রীটিকে বোনের ঘোর অপছন্দ, সুতরাং বোন আর বউয়ে ভবিষ্যতে যে গজ-কচ্ছপের লড়াই বাঁধবে, তা ভেবেই বেচারীর মাথা খারাপের জোগাড়। 'বৌমা! এ মেয়ে আমার কথা শোনে না, এমন প্যাঁচ কষো, যাতে পাগলীর মাথা ঠাণ্ডা হয়।' মা হাত দুটি ধরে মিনতি করেন। এবার ব
	Slide 23: ভোর রাতে মিত্তির বাড়ীর সামনে যখন গাড়ীটা এসে দাঁড়ালো, টিকলি ছাড়া আর কেউ প্রথমে টের পেলো না। টিকলি সারা রাত জেগে ওই সময়ে ঘুমোতে যায় বলেই দেখতে পেয়েছে গাড়ীটা থামল আর গাড়ী থেকে দু'জন নামল। তার একজনকে দেখে টিকলির দু'একটা হার্টবিট মিস হবার উপক্র
	Slide 24: "হোয়াটস দ্যাট মিন?"  "মা আজ নতুন কাপড় পরবেন, গয়না পরবেন। বলতে পারো কাইন্ড অফ পুজোও হবে"  "কিন্তু এখনও তো কাপড় দিয়ে ঢাকা দেওয়া"  "হ্যাঁ গো, বাড়ীর মেয়ে এতদূর পথ এসেছেন, তাকে কটাদিন সবার থেকে আড়াল করে বিশ্রাম দেওয়া আরকি। তারপর, সুন্দর করে সাজিয়
	Slide 25: "আবার যাবো? নো ওয়ে। গিয়ে কি করতে কী করবো আবার বকা খাবো। তারচেয়ে তোমার গল্প শুনি"  "এই তো গল্প। বড় খোকার বছর দুই বয়সে মেজ খোকা তার বছর দু'তিনের মধ্যে ছোট খোকা। তারপর বছর চারেক বাদে মেয়ে। চারটে বাচ্চা নিয়ে আমি একেবারে লেজে গোবরে হয়ে থাকতাম। তাদের
	Slide 26: "অ্যাই মেয়ে পালাচ্ছিস কেন? পরিচয় করে যা" বলে টিকলিকে কিছু বলার সুযোগ না দিয়ে বলতে থাকেন,  "এই দুষ্টুটা আমার মেয়ে সুবর্ণার ছেলে, স্বপ্নীল। আর এ কে বলত?" নাতির উদ্দেশ্যে প্রশ্ন করেন রাজলক্ষ্মী। নাহ্ সে চিনতে পারে না টিকলিকে। তার মানে টিকলি যাকে পছ
	Slide 27: ঠাম্মু ওদের পরিচয় করাচ্ছিল তখন স্বপ্নীল একদৃষ্টে চেয়েছিল তারই দিকে আর এই সৌম্য কেমন অপ্রস্তুত মুখ করে একবার দেখল তাকে ঠিকই কিন্তু ওর চোখ অন্য কাউকে খুঁজছিল। আর এই কারণেই ওই জ্যেঠিমা বুম্লিকে দিয়ে কাজ করাচ্ছে। কিন্তু পমদিদি, নিন্নি তারাও সব টিকলি
	Slide 28: কাজিন নিন্নি সেও যথেষ্ট বন্ধু ওদের।  সোমেনও কেমন মিশে গেলো সবার সাথে, নীচে গিয়েই 'কাঁই নানা, কাঁই নানা' করে কাঁসর বাজাতে লেগেছে ঢাকের সাথে। বাড়ীর ছেলেদের দু'জনকে মাঝখানে রেখে বাকী ঢাকীরা সব কাঁধে ঢাক নিয়ে গোল করে নেচে নেচে বাজাতে লেগেছে।   চোখে
	Slide 29: "আর একবারও বলে দেখো"  "কী করবি রে? গালফোলা টিকলি?" আরোও গা ঘেঁষে দাঁড়িয়ে প্রায় ফিসফিস করে বলে স্বপ্নীল। রেগে দুমদুম করে হাঁটা দেয় টিকলি। আর থাকবে না পুজো বাড়ীতে।  "অ্যাই, অ্যাই টিকলি, কোথায় যাচ্ছিস?"  "সরো সরো, সরো একদম। আমি বাড়ী যাবো। এখানে 
	Slide 30: ‘শম্পা, দেখে যাও ওনার কান্ড। সাতসকালে বেরিয়ে উনি কত মাছ কিনে এনেছেন’   উনি মানে এ বাড়ীর কর্তাবাবুI  ‘ আমাকে ঘুম থেকে না তুলে নিজেই একা একা বেরিয়ে গেছেন’ ‘দেখো না, কত বড় বড় গলদা চিংড়ি, ভেটকি মাছের ফিলে নিয়ে এসেছেনI   এদিকে আবার একটা আস্ত কাতলা মা
	Slide 31: শম্পা হাসতে হাসতে বলল, ‘আপনারা জানলেন কি করে বলুন তো যে আজ আমার জন্মদিন?   সায়নের তো মনেই থাকে নাI’ ‘না, আসলে তোমরা আসার আগে ছেলে আমাকে তোমার জন্মদিনের তারিখটা বলে দিয়েছিলI তাই ভাবলাম তোমাকে একটু রান্না করে খাওয়াইI’  শম্পা একটু মুচকি হেঁসে বলল, 
	Slide 32:  শ্রী চরণেষু বাবা ও মা ,   তোমাদের দেওয়া উপহারটা এখন তোমাদের কাছে রেখে দিওI  আমি শম্পাকে এখন নিতে বারণ করেছিI  ক্ষমা করে দিওI আমি যখন বিয়ে করে ওকে নিয়ে আসব তখন উপহারটা দিওI  ফিরে গিয়ে রেজিস্ট্রি ম্যারেজ করবো সেটাই আমাদের ইচ্ছেI  আশা করি, শম্পাকে
	Slide 33: কোন সুলোচনা চুমু খাওয়ার ভঙ্গিতে লিপসিঙ্ক এ শাঁখ বাজিয়ে বলছেন - উই ওয়ান্ট জাস্টিস। কোন দিদি হাপুস নয়নে জল রচনা করছেন মসৃন গালের ওপর আর বলছেন - বিচার চাই। বিশ্বাস করুন, এই চোখের জল রচনার পেছনে কিন্তু কোন ধোঁয়া নেই, ধোঁয়াশা নেই, ধোঁকাও নেই। কোন কবি
	Slide 34: পতিদেবের চাকরীর কল্যাণে  আটমাস ব্যাপী অস্ট্রেলিয়ার প্রবাস জীবনটিকে যদি ভ্রমণকাহিনী হিসেবে লিখি তবে মনে হয় দুটির ক্ষেত্রেই যথেষ্ট অবিচার করা হবে। প্রবাস যেমন অনেকটাই অধরা রয়ে যাবে তেমনি ভ্রমণ কাহিনীটিও দীর্ঘ থেকে দীর্ঘতর হওয়ার দোষে দুষ্ট হবে। তবু
	Slide 35: সি বি ডি থেকে মাত্র পনেরো কিমি দূরে অবস্থিত কনকর্ড-এ। কনকর্ড হাইস্কুলে বেঙ্গলী অ্যাসোসিয়াশনের দুর্গাপূজা বেশ বড়ো করে বহুল আয়োজনেই অনুষ্ঠিত হচ্ছিল। দুর্গাপ্রতিমা ও খুব সুন্দর। আমরা সপ্তমীর দিন রবিবার গিয়েছিলাম। পরদিন আর যাওয়া হবেনা। সোমবারের অফিস
	Slide 36: তুলে ব্রহ্মাণ্ডগ্রাসী হাঁ করে ঢুকিয়ে দিলাম মুখে। তারপর!!!! বিস্ফোরণ। মাথা থেকে পা পর্যন্ত সুনামি। চোখের মণি বাইরে বেরিয়ে এল, গোবদা কুকুরের মতো জিভ গেল ঝুলে। ঝাল বলে ঝাল। এমন নারকীয় ঝাল আমি জীবনে দেখিনি এমনকী শুনিওনি। তার ওপর এ যে কাঁচা মাছ। ওপরে
	Slide 37: আমরা যুগলে দুই বছরের শিশু পুত্রটিকে নিয়ে ঠান্ডা ,ঝড় ,হাওয়া ,বৃষ্টি উপেক্ষা করে ঘুরে বেড়িয়েছি ইংল্যান্ডের নানা দ্রষ্টব্য স্থানে। এর মধ্যে শেক্সপিয়ারের গ্লোব থিয়েটার, ওয়েস্টমিনস্টার অ্যাবের পোয়েট্স কর্ণারে রক্ষিত চসার, জন ড্রাইডেন, চার্লস্ ডিকেন্স
	Slide 38: করে চেনা যায়। উইলিয়াম ওয়ার্ডস্ওয়ার্থের কালজয়ী রচনার মধ্যে দিয়ে, তাঁর প্রায় দুই শতাধিক পরে, তাঁর গুণমুগ্ধ এক পাঠিকা আমি খুঁজে পেলাম, ফিরে পেলাম, পড়ন্ত বিকেলের অস্তরাগে রঞ্জিত টিনটার্ন অ্যাবের ধ্বংসাবশেষে আবার তাকে রেখে এলাম-----অন্য কারোর জন্য।  
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	Slide 43: লোকটা কিন্ত এমন ছিল না। মানে ধরুন, লোকটা কুকুর, বেড়াল, পাখিদের পেছনে তাড়াও করত না, আবার‍ তাদের যত্নআত্তি করা, বিস্কুট ছুঁড়ে ছুঁড়ে দেওয়া ওসবও করত না কোনো দিন। এক এক দিন, রাত করে অফিস থেকে ফিরতে হত। রাস্তার কুকুরগুলো প্রথম দু'একদিন চ্যাঁচানোর পর, 
	Slide 44: জিভ বের করা, শক্তমত ছোট্ট ছোট্ট  হাত পা ছড়ানো একটা খেলনার মত কুকুরছানাটার শরীরটা। হাতে করে তুলে রাস্তার ধারে জলের পাশে ঘাসের ওপর রেখে এসেছিল।  পাঁচ মিনিটের মধ্যেই পৃথিবী আবার স্বাভাবিক হয়ে গেছিল।  লোকটাও মাথা ঠান্ডা হওয়ার পরে ভেবে দেখেছিল, সামান
	Slide 45: "আমার আজ একটা meeting  আছে  তুমি চা টা করে নিতে পারবে ? চা এর কৌটো বার করে রেখেছি।" কানে হেডফোন গুঁজতে গুঁজতে রিনি জিগেশ করলো।  "ওহ... আচ্ছা ঠিক আছে" বোধয় একটু ইতস্তত করে প্রভাত জানালো। প্রায় ৩ মাস হলো তাদের বিয়ে হয়েছে।  কিন্তু এরকম দাবি রিনি আগ
	Slide 46: সিংহ মনে করে - আর পুরুষ সিংহ কিছু পারে না এমন হতেই পারে না।  প্রভাত স্থির করলো এই লাঞ্ছনার বদলা সে নেবেই। কিন্তু এই পুরো কার্যসিদ্ধি করতে হবে সবার চোখের আড়ালে।  লোকে জানতে পারলেই চরম বেইজতির সম্মুখীন হতে হবে। Hollywood action সিনেমার ভক্ত প্রভাত
	Slide 47: জন্য ডাল মাখা বানিয়েছো ? ডাল মাখা আমার favorite. মা ছাড়া কেউ বানাতে পারে না " রিনির কথায় প্রভাত চমকে উঠলো। ডাল মাখা ? সে আবার কি ? প্রভাত জবাব দেওয়ার আগেই রিনি তাকে জড়িয়ে ধরে বললো "I Love You". প্রভাত কিছুই বুঝতে পারছে না।  কিন্তু এই পরিস্থিতে এ
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	Slide 53: আমার জন্ম হয়ে ব্রাহ্মণ পরিবারে | উপাধি হিসেবে আমার পূর্ব পুরুষগন যে পদবীটি পেয়েছিলেন তা হলো ভট্টাচার্য্য| আসলে উপাধিটি হল সান্যাল | আমার এসব কথা  জানা হয়েছে আমার ঠাকুমা র কাছে থেকে | ঠাকুমা র কাছে এটাও শুনেছি যে আমরা না কি ভট্টাচার্য্য বারেন্দ্র
	Slide 54: প্রথমেই জিজ্ঞাসা করতেন, কি খবর ভাই? মামাবাড়িতে গিয়ে কি খেয়েছো? অমনি  আমরা দুই  বোন প্রথমেই বলতাম মুরগীর ঠ্যাং খেয়েছি| ব্যাস, আবার গঙ্গা জল দিয়ে শুদ্ধ করে দিন শুরু না শেষ হতো সেটা সেদিন বুঝতাম না|  দাদাই আমাদের সবাইকে ছেড়ে চলে যাওয়ার প্ৰায়ে পনেরো
	Slide 55: কিছুদিন ধরে শয্যাশায়ী না হলেও শয্যাবন্দী হয়ে আছি। শরীরটা স্থির হয়েছে আর সেই সুযোগে মনটা  হয়েছে দারুন অস্থির। এতো রকমের নানান ভাবনা আমার এই ক্ষুদ্র মস্তিষ্কে কেমন করে স্থান পাচ্ছে কে জানে? একজন যায় তো দশ জন ঢুকে পড়ে। কোন আগল  দিলে এদের ঠেকিয়ে রাখ
	Slide 56: এগিয়ে যাওয়ার ত্বরা ছিল অনেক। মনে হতো কি জানি কি আছে  পথের বাঁকে , কোন সে অবাক দ্রব্যটি, এগিয়ে না গেলে দেখতে যদি না পাই ? এখন মনে হয়, নাইবা পেলাম তার দেখা, যা পেয়েছি তাই বা কম কিসে?
	Slide 57: "আরে আমাদের বুম্বাদার কথা বলছো?" চায় একটা সশব্দে সুড়ুৎ করে চুমুক দিয়ে ঝন্টুদা মন্তব্য করলো।  শানু আর বাঁটি চোখাচোখি করে নিলো। আজ রবিবারের খেলা জমে গেছে। ঝন্টুদা হলো এদের পাড়ার ঘনাদা। একটা কথার ছুৎ পেলেই হলো, পুরো এক ঘন্টা জমজমাট। ভালো নাম অভিজিৎ
	Slide 58: খুলে দিয়েছিলো। উনি নাকি নিখিল ব্যানার্জী শুনতে শুনতে ভাড়ার গাড়ি নিজেই চালাচ্ছিলেন। গান আর দৃশ্যবলি দেখে এতই মুগ্ধ হয়ে গিয়েছিলেন যে গাড়ি কখন ১২০ কমঃএ চালাচ্ছিলেন সেটা বুঝতে পারেনি। আলাপ থেকে জোর ঝালা অব্দি পৌঁছনোর আগেই বর্ডার পুলিশ থামতে বললে তবে
	Slide 59:  মতো মাছ ধরবার শখ। ওখানকার স্থানীয় ক্লাবের সদ্যশ্য। তাই এক রোববার বাবা ছেলে মাছ ধরতে গিয়ে এক পেল্লাই জ্যান্ত বাসা মাছ ধরে নিয়ে এলাম বাড়িতে। বাড়ি এসেই বাথটাবে ছেড়েদিলাম। কিছুক্ষন ধরে দেখলাম মাছটি বাথটাবের এক কোণে গিয়ে দাঁড়িয়ে আছে। তাই আমি মাছটাকে
	Slide 60: অদিতির রোজ সবার সঙ্গে বসে DINNER করা হয় না। ও একলা আগেই DINNER করে নেয়। মা সবসময় বাবার জন্য অপেক্ষা করে। বাবার বাড়ী ফেরার ঠিক থাকেনা। অদিতির বাবা শহরের COMMISSIONAR OF POLICE. শহরের শান্তি শৃঙ্খলা বজায় রাখার দায়িত্ব তাঁর। মুখ্যমন্ত্রীও বাবাকে খু
	Slide 61: ওই লৌহ কপাট’ দ্বৈত সঙ্গীত করতে হবে। অদিতি খুব ভাল গান করে। গানটা ও প্রাণের ভালোবাসা থেকে গায় আর পড়াশুনাটা মন দিয়ে করে।অনুভব মিষ্টি করে বলে, ‘এটা আমার খুব প্রিয় গান। আমি ধরছি তুমি গলা মিলিও তাতেই হবে।’ অনুভব গান ধরল, - কারার ওই লৌহ কপাট ভেঙ্গে ফে
	Slide 62: বা পরোক্ষ ভাবে যুক্ত থাকবে তাদের MEDICAL COLLEGE এর STUDENT REGISTRATION বাতিল করা হবে।’এই অবস্থায় একদিন ক্যান্টিনে চা খেতে গিয়ে অদিতি দেখে একটা টেবিলে অনুভবদা একা বসে চা খাচ্ছে। অদিতি ঢুকতেই ওকে ওই টেবিলে ডাকল। অনুভবদা যেন ওর জন্যই অপেক্ষা করছি
	Slide 63: তখন প্রতিদিন কলেজে, রাস্তায়, সারা শহরে, প্রথমে অদিতিদের কলেজে তারপর একে একে অন্য কলেজের ছাত্ররাও অনুভবেরর মুক্তির দাবীতে মিছিল বার করল। সাত দিন পরে জামিন পেয়ে  অনুভব বাইরে এল। এই কদিনে চেহারা এত খারাপ হয়ে গেছে যে বোঝা যাচ্ছে যথেষ্ট শারীরিক আর মা
	Slide 64: অনুভবকে  POLICE CUSTODYতে রাখে নি। ছেড়ে দিয়েছে।‘‘ওরা অনুভবদার লেখা গুলো খুঁজছে। কাল তোমাদেরও DRUG এর CASE দিয়ে ARREST করবে। তোমরা কিছু একটা করো সৌরভদা।’ ‘আজ রাতে আমরা কেউ হোষ্টেলে নেই। আশঙ্কা ছিল আমরাও ARREST হতে পারি। তোমার PENDRIVE এ তোলা লেখা
	Slide 65: অদিতির বাড়ীতে আবার শয়তানের ঘন্টা বাজছে। শহরে গোলমাল চলছে। অদিতির বাড়ী নেই, ফোন বন্ধ। মায়ের ফোন পেয়ে ওর বাবা তাড়াতাড়ি বাড়ী ফিরে এসেছেন। শয়তানের ঘন্টা কানের কাছে নিয়ে বিরক্ত ভাবে বললেন, ‘আবার কী হল? মিছিল তো ছত্রভঙ্গ হয়ে গেছে।  স্যার, পুলিশের গুলি
	Slide 66: ছোটোবেলা থেকে শুনে আসছি অনেক আত্মীয় স্বজন আসছে, বাড়ি পরিষ্কার করো, বাজারে যাও, রান্নাবান্নার ব্যাবস্থা করো- নাহলে তারা কি বলবে! জন্মদিন, বিয়ে, পৈতে, সবকিছুতেই আগে আত্মীয় স্বজনদের কথা চিন্তা করতে হবে! আর ছোট্ট আমি অবাক হয়ে ভাবতাম- আসেতো সেই বকু
	Slide 67: পরমহংসদেবের কথামৃত হাতে নিয়ে বলি - মন, তুমি আরও প্রসারিত হও, ঊষার প্রথম কিরনের আলোর আভাসে মনের কলুষতা দূর করো, হাত বাড়াও, হাতে হাত ধরো, সীমাবদ্ধতার গন্ডী ছেড়ে মন বেড়িয়ে পরো- পৃথিবী জুড়ে তোমার আত্মীয় ছড়িয়ে আছে!!  পৃথিবী জুড়ে তোমার আত্মীয় ছড
	Slide 68: Definition of বঙ্গ সন্তান: অফিস-মিটিং,স্ট্রেস-ইটিং, মাঝে হালকা দাদুর গান, ঋতু-ঋত্বিক-মানিক-মৃনাল, সঙ্গে সৃজিত-মীরের Pun. চকমিলানো বারান্দা আর সেপিয়া টোনে সেলফি, ঠাম্মির গরদ শাড়ি'র পরে হার্ট ইমোজির ভেলকি।।।   কাফকা-কামু, শার্লক-মামু, লুকিয়ে ওই ভূ
	Slide 69: সত্যিতো আজকাল ভূতগুলো সব থাকে কোথায়? ভূতেদের যে সব ন্যাচারাল হাবিট্যাট মানে জলা-জংলা, হানাবাড়ী, পুরোনো চিলেকোঠা সব যখন হারিয়ে গেছে । কোথাও না কোথাও তো নিশ্চয়ই তাঁরা আছে, বর্তমানের সাথে এডজাস্ট করে। আর সত্যি কথা বললে গ্লোবাল বাঙালি মরে ভূত হয়ে যে
	Slide 70: ওয়াচিং লিস্টে দেখাচ্ছে না। আপনি বুঝি ভাবলেন ওটা স্ট্রিমিং-গ্লিচ? না, মশাই না। এটা ওই "অমৃতের ভান্ড" না পাওয়া "তেনাদেরই কান্ড"। আপনি নশ্বর মানুষ, আপনার তেষ্টা-ঘুম আছে তাই বলে তিনি কেন ঘুমোবেন? আপনি তাই ঘুমের দেশে পাশবালিশ নিয়ে ডুবে যাওয়ার পর উনি 
	Slide 71:  বছরের মাঝামাঝি থেকেই হৃদস্পন্দন ঢাকের তালে চলতে শুরু করে।   আমি যে বাঙালি! আর আমার উৎসব পায়ে পায়ে এগিয়ে আসছে। আমার শিল্প, আমার সংস্কৃতি, আমার গান, আমার সাবেক সাজ,  চেনা মুখের কুশল বিনিময়.... পাঁচ মিশেলি ফুলের গন্ধ, ধুনোর ধোঁয়া! সব কিছুর অপেক্ষ
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